A  regular  Museum  Television  Program  created  and  produced  by  the 
San  Francisco  Museum  of  Art,  Dr.  Grace  L.  McCann  Morley,  Director 


PROGRAM  NO.  IV. 

"FURNITURE  FOR  MODERN  LIVING11 

Station  KRON— TV,  San  Francisco 
Sunday,  June  3,1951 
1:30-2:00  p.m.  PDT 


Cast 


Allon  Schoener  . . 
Luther  W,  Conover 
Richard  Hiatt.,.. 
A  Young  Couple  ,. 


Host  Narrator 
Guest 
Guest 
Guests 


Program  Staff,  San  Francisco  Museum  of  Art 

Allon  Schoener,  Frank  Stauffecher,  Robert  Katz 

This  program  was  conceived  and  written  by  Robert  Katz, 

The  film  for  this  program  was  conceived  and  directed 
by  Robert  Katz  and  photographed  by  Frank  Stauffacher 

a############## 


Copyright  1951 
San  Francisco  Museum  of  Art 


Art  In  Your  Life 
Program  #4 
June  3,  1951 

Page  1 


VIDEO 

CARDS 


The  San  Francisco  Museum  of  Art 


Presents 

ART  IN  YOUR  LIFE 


FURNITURE 

Superimpose-drawing  of  chair 
FOR  MODERN  LIVING 
Camera  on  empty  furniture  set-up. 


Camera  pans  slowly  over  furniture 
s  et-up 

Camera  pans  toward 

Conover  &  Hiatt 

at  easel,  (Hiatt 

sketching,  Conover  pointing) 


AUDIO 

MUSIC:  Up  for  8  seconds  (RSLP-36-A-l) 
MUSIC:  Under 

KRON  ANNOUNCER:  The  San  Francisco 

Museum  of  Art . . 

Presents 

ART  IN  YOUR  LIFE. 

MUSIC :  Up  for  5  seconds 
MUSIC:  Under 

KRON  ANNOUNCER:  Todays  program  will  deal', 
an 

with/art  topic  of  every  day  life .... 
FURNITURE  FOR  MODERN  LIVING. 

(pause) 

Your  guests  are: 

Luther  W.  Conover,  furniture  designer  and 
manufacturer,  director  of  the  Sausalito 
"Trade  Fair; 

Richard  Hiatt,  designer; 
and 

a  very  inquisitive  young  couple, 

MUSIC :  Up  (  at  low  level) 
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Camera  on  Conover  &  Hiatt  at 
easel. 

MUSIC:  Under 

(Conover  turns  around, 
facing  camera) 

CONOVER:  I  am  Bill  Conover  (...Luther 

W.  Conover . ) 

(Hiatt  turns  around, 
facing  camera) 

and  this  is 

Dick  Hiatt, 

Camera  on  Conover  <3:  Hiatt 

det'qti  -furnttwre 

HIATT:  31  am  G--deerxrm#r .  and  I  believe  that 

the  building  of  furniture,  like  all  design, 

starts  at  the  drawing  board, 

CONOVER:  But  I  think  that  we  can  tackle 

our  topic  better  if  we  start  out  with  the 

customer  and  his  need  that  we  face 

almost  every  day. 

That  is  why  I  have  invited  a  young  couple 

to  be  on  our  show  today  and  to  ask  us  some 

of  the  most  pertinent  questions  that  we 
think  our  audience  might  like  to  ask. 
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Camera  on  Conover  St  Hiatt 

CONOVER:  We  are  going  to  do  our  best  to 

(Couple  entering-  C  &  H  get 
up  to  greet  them.) 

solve  their  problems  together,  and  discuss 
some  of  the  theory  of  modern  furniture 
design  at  the  same  time. 

(Conover  introduces  couple  to 
Hiatt.  They  all  sit  down.) 

CONOVER:  (introducing  Marge  and  Ed.....) 

HIATT:  So  you’re  the  "tvoical  voune 

couple" . ? 

MARGE:  Oh.  I  wouldn't  know  about  that.... 

CONOVER:  Well.  Marge  and  Ed  face  some  of 

the  problems  that  come  up  all  the  time  in 

our  showroom. 

They  know  quite  a  bit  about  furniture  but 

furnishing  an  apartment  or  a  house  still 

requires  a  lot  of  thinking  and  planning, 

MARGE:  We  know  fairlv  well  what  we  want.... 

ED:  .....and  what  we  can  afford! 

Camera  still  on  Conover,  Hiatt  & 
couple . 

HIATT:  What  kind  of  furniture  do  vou  need? 

MARGE :  Well .  we  do  have  bedroom  furniture 

and  some  odd  pieces  and  a  couch. 

ED:  Wha t  we’re  looking  for  now  is  living 

and  dining  room  furniture. 

_Q0N0VER:  What  do  you  have  in.  mind? 
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Camera  on  Conover,  Hiatt  &  Couple  ED:  We  are  not  yet  settled.  At  present 

we  are  living  in  one  of  those  "junior 
apartments".  We're  a  little  cramped  for 
sp&c© 1 • • « 

MARGE :  Of  course  we  hope  to  move  to  a 

house  of  our  own  some  time . 

HIATT:  Well,  that's  a  fairly  typical 
situation . . 

CONOVER :  What  type  of  furniture  are  you 
looking  for? 

MARGE:  tt?  like  modern. . . . 

ED:  ....Sure.. ..but  I'm  not  so  fond  of 
that  strictly  modern  style. . . .1  wouldn't 
like  those  crazy  chairs  you  sometimes  see. 
Camera  moves  in  on  Hiatt  H  IATT :  May  I  give  you  a  little  lecture 

on  that? 

"Modern"  furniture  is  really  not  a  style. 
There  are  all  kinds  of  styles,  (and  fads) 
in  modern  furniture  design, 

W&at  makes  furniture  "modern"  is  that  it 
is  suited  for  today's  living. 

It  might  be  better  to  speak  of 
"contemporary  furniture"  or,  as  a 
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Camera  on  Hiatt  and  couple  HIATT:  (cont) ,, ..recent  article  put  it: 

"Furniture  -  Present  Tense".  Good 
contemporary  furniture  is  primarily 
designed  for  use,  not  for  style.  It  is 
functional,  simple  and  straightforward. 

Ed  mentioned  "modern  chairs "..Well,  some 
of  them  are  not  as  modern  as  you  might 
think.. . you  may  be  familiar  with  the 

Camera  on  small  EAMES  child's 

chair  in  Hiatt's  hand,  famous  molded  plywood  chair  by  EAMES. 

(Hiatt  picks  up  EAMES*  child's  chair) 

Well,  this  is  made  of  .  pieces  of 

molded  plywood;  it's  very  comfortable 
since  the  plywood  is  molded  to  fit  the 
human  body  and  it  is  of  honest,  straight¬ 
forward  design, 

CONOVER :  (interjects):  Yes,  *  think  that's 
one  of  the  best  chairs  ever  made.  And  it 
He  ■demonstrates  -fcamdg~fflm  i  r-iiji-  is  extremely  strong.  Although  it  is  a 

-arifc±±i.ig  i«  ^ 

small  childern's  chair  it  will  support  even 
the  weight  of  a  tall  guy  like  myself. 

HIATT;  That's  still  another  point  we  must 
keep  in  mind.  Well  designed  contemporary 
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Camera  on  small  EAMES  child's 
chair  in  Hiatt's  hand 


PHOTOGRAPH  #  1 

(Aalto  Chair,  1932) 


PHOTOGRAPH  £  2 
(plywood  chair,  1874) 


PHOTOGRAPH  #3 
(Cantilevered  chair,  1927) 


PHOTOGRAPH  #4 

(jump  seat) 

19/y 


PHOTOGRAPH  #5 

(Howard  mower  seat,  1857) 


HIATT:  (cont )..,..., furniture  is  light  in 
appearance  and  weight,  yet  it  is  extremely 
strong.  But  this  EAMES  chair,  and  the 
better  known  larger  EAMES  chairs  for  grown¬ 
ups  is  not  really  a  modern  invention. 

Aalto  introduced  the  curved 
plywood  chair  in  Europe  in  the  30' s. 

But  its  construction  had  been  anticipated 
as  early  as  1874  by  an  American  designer 
who  created  this  molded  all-plywood  chair 
(there  is  no  metal  in  it), 

CONOVER :  Or  let’s  take  another  example:  the 
famous  cantilevered  chair. 

It  was  introduced  in  the  1920's  by  Stam  and 
Mies  Van  der  Rohe,  It's  ancestor,  however 
was  the  American  "jump  seat"  which  we  still 
find  in  some  taxis.  It  was  first  used  in 
19*7. 

But  this  is  by  no  means  the  earliest 
example l 

Just  take  a  look  at  this  spring  steel 
cantilevered  seat  for  the  Howard  mower  of 
1857.  Its  construction  is  basically  the 
same  as  that  of  modern  cantilevered  chairs, 


r£i  oil,  vhat  would  you  Mil  taodornl  I  guess 
raodern  fumitura  norm*  streamlined  furniture* 

HIATT >  (vclks  over  to  oaael)  i  eervona,  KOI  That  la 
one  of  the  main  i art  tsdaurdoratandloga  about  contemporary 

(Puts  up  sketch  of  rirnlana) 

Streamlining  has  Its  in  airplane  dordEfl  because 

XX  iOuUOOS  rOplowlyi^  Oi  owrplWOT” • 

(Puts  up  sketch  of  streamlined  toaster) 

Dot  why  should  wo  atrotsalino  our  chairs,  or  our 
toasters,  or  our  eigaret  lighter*?  They  don't  fly 
through  the  air. 

hen  streamlining  or  any  other  design  principle  is  used 
falsely,  you  hsvs  the  sens  old  story  of  camouflage  without 
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PHOTOGRAPH  # A 
(Howard  m  over,  1857) 


Camera  on  whole  group 


CONOVER :  (cont.), . and  its  functional 

shape  is  reminiscent  of  the  famous  EAMES 
chair. 

HIATT :  (speaking  to  couple)  ....  You  see  , 
what  ie  connonly  called  modern  is  not  so 
modern  after  all. 

ED:  That  was  a  convincing  demonstration. 

But  what  would  you  call  modern? 

CONOVER :  Perhaps  we  could  put  it  this  way: 
..it  is  the  way  in  which  we  use  functional 
furniture.  The  •’ancestors"  of  the 
cantilevered  chair  were  a  taxi  " jump-seat" 
and  a  farm  machinery  seat.  They  were  not 
meant  to  be  pleasant  to  look  at  in  the 
living  room  -  they  were  only  meant  to  be 
useful.  Modern  furniture  -  and  modern 
design  in  general  -  has  rediscovered  the 


fact  that  simple,  straightforward  design 
and  an  uncamouflaged  use  of  material  can  be 


rr 


~|us4-as-4j©autiful~«uai 


tsteadtei'ied 


Came  it  4  o  H  GrROLif 


ED:  Well,  that  seems  perfectly  sound  and 
logical.  But  how  does  it  work  out  in 
practice?  I*d  like  to  see  it. 
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START  FILM  (Silent) 
TIME :  3  :  Lf  Q 


AUDIO 

MARGE :  So  far  we  have  been  talking 

about  chairs,  but  what  I  am  really 
interested  in  is  a  coffee  table  and  would 
like  to  see  some* 

CONOVER :  The  coffee  table  is  the  center 
of  most  living  rooms,  so  it  is  a  good 
point  from  which  to  start  selecting 
furniture.  Let* s  adjourn  by  way  of  film 
to  the  "Trade  Fair11  in  Sausalito  where  I 
can  show  you  a  group  of  coffee  tables. 

LIVE  NARRATION 

BACKGROUND  MUSIC :  LP-247-V-2 ,3,4, 


a######*#*#*#### 

STOP  FILM 

Camera  on  Ed  &  Marge  ED;  There  were  ouite  a  few  that  appealed 

to  me.  Especially  the  one  with  the  slab 
top. 

MARGE :  I  like  the  Hiatt  leg  and  you  liked 
the  slab  top,  but  there  isn’t  a  table  that 
combines  the  two.  Besides  we  need  an 
extra  long  table  because  of  the  shape  of 


our  room 
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Camera  on  Conover  <1  Hiatt  & 
Marge 


Camera  on  Marge  &  Conover 


Camera  on  Conover 


START  FILM 
TIME:  Z/  .*  3  5- 
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CONOVER :  Since  none  of  these  fit  the 
bill,  perhaps  Dick  and  I  could  design  a 
table  for  you? 

HIATT:  Since  you  have  a  special  house, 
you  should  have  a  special  table. 

MARGE :  Wont  that  be  too  expensive? 

CONOVER :  No.  We  use  standard  parts,  and 
you  can  have  a  great  variation  at  no  extra 
cost. 

MARGE :  It  would  be  worth  having  a  custom- 
built  coffee  table. 

ED:  Yes. 

CONOVER :  Then  would  you  like  to  have  us 
make  a  table  for  you  that  combines  the 
slab  top  and  the  Hiatt  leg? 

ED  &  MARGE:  Yes  we  would. 

CONOVER :  Since  all  furniture  design  begins 
from  the  drawing  board,  we  will  have  Dick 

make  a  fluick  sketch  of  vour  table.  And 

from  the  sketch,  we  will  see  how  the  table 

is  made  in  our  factory. 

LIVE  NARRATION 
MUSIC:  LP-247-V-2 ,3,4 


STOP  FILM 


*•&****# 
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Camera  on  group  looking  at  coffee  table. 


Camera  on  Table. 

CoNtl'eil't'MfiR'i.E. 

Camera  on  ftraup  looking  at  table. 
Camera  on  table  legs. 


^amaco-jcm  g-cmp  wound  .jinfoLa 

CatnercL  picks  icp  £ I> 

in  Llifrft  chain 


AUDIO 

(Group  stands  around  coffee  table) 

HIATT:  Well,  here  is  your  table. 

ED:  It  certainly  is  a  handsome  tjable. 

MARGE:  I  know  that  we  will  be  pleased 
with  it.  It  will  look  wonderful  in  our 
living  room. 

ED:  That  solves  our  living  room  table 
problem,  but  we  still  need  a  dining 
room  table. 

CONOVER :  We  have  a  dining  room  table  that 
I  have  designed  that  might  interest  you. 
(Group  move-  over  to  dining  roomteble.) 

This  table  has  the  same  wire  construction 
that  we  saw  on  a  coffee  table.  And 
similar  to  the  chairs. 

HIATT:  Discuss;  wire  legged  construction. 
Light  in  appearance  and  weight.  Easy  to 
take  care  of. 

MARGE:  Are  you  certain  it  won't  wobble? 

It  looks  flimsy. 

CONOVER:  No.  (pushes  table) 

UleLt  X  see  uocl  cl  re  <Lo*WWfoi>4€ 
HIATT:  -84-&c uu Lres" design  1 1’imi^. . 
i  n  Th<xr~  Ln<L  1  r?. . 

ED:  I  used  to  think  that  most  modern 
furniture  was  very  impractical,  but  now 
I  am  beginning  to  realize  that  it  is 
sensibly  designed. 
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CONOVER:  Yes  -  Because  of  simplicity  and 
craftsmanship  you  achieve  a  straight¬ 
forward  design  that  is  inexpensive  and 
attractive.  (Discusses  virtuBS  of 

Camera  on  Conover  and  stools  modern  design.)  (Demonstrates  stack  stool) 

Camera  on  Marge.  MARGE ;  Now  that  I  have  seen  more  modern 

— f* 

furniture  I  am  ^€onvinced  ^fhat  it  is  the 
only  sort  of  furniture  that  I  will  use 
in  my  house.  iWj  uu  Will  - 1  ake  Du 
diilTing  room  tanle— Ahd-tlVT  GOffuu  Lublu. 

Camera  on  Schoener  CONOVER  Here  comes  Allon  Schooner  of 

the  Museum  Staff. 

SCHOENER:  Instead  of  being  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  today' s  program,  I  have  been 
watching  all  of  you,  and  it  was  very 
interesting.  I  would  like  to  .thank  you 
for  having  been  on  our  program,  and  I 
know  that  our  audience  will  feel  much 
,  better  acquainted  with  modern  furniture 
design.  Since  we  could  not  discuss  all 
the  different  styles  of  modern  furniture 
on  oir  program  today,  we  have  arranged 
a  small  exhibition  of  modern  furniture 
at  the  museum,  where  you  can  see  Mr. 
Conover's  furniture.  Dunbar  furniture 
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designed  by  Edward  Wormley,  Eames  Chairs 

and  a  desk  design  by  George  Nelson. 

If  you  want  to  come  to  the  Museum,  it  is 

Card:  Museum  location 

located  at  the  corner  of  Van  Ness  and 

McAllister,  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the 

Veterans  Building,  in  the  Civic  Center. 

On  our  last  program,  we  announced  a  con¬ 
test  with  prizes  for  the  three  best  let¬ 
ters  telling  us  "Why  I  like  'Art  in  Your 

Life' ",  and  offering  suggestions  for 

future  programs.  We  received  many  ex¬ 
cellent  letters,  and  we  appreciate  all 

of  them.  These  letters  are  important 

in  helping  us  create  better  and  more 

interesting  programs.  The  judges  are: 

Dr.  Morley,  Terrence  O' Flaherty  and 

Gurdon  Woods.  But  now  the  prizewinners. 

They  are: 

1. 

2. 

3.  _  _ _ 

The  three  prizewinnings  prints  are  on 

display  at  the  Museum  ,  and  the  winners 

may  come  to  the  Museum  this  afternoon 

and  pick  them  up. 
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Bulletin. 

Card:  Two  weeks  from  today  at  1:30 

Our  next  program  will  take  place  two 

weeks  from  today  at  1:30.  It  will  be 

devoted  to  "How  to  Look  at  Modern  Art" 

Card:  How  to  Look  at  Modern  Art 

Ernest  Mundt,  Director  of  the  California 

School  of  Fine  Arts,  and  Jean  Leslie, 

will  discuss  contemporary  art  in  the 

9 

Camera  on  Schoener 

light  of  art  of  the  past. 

I  know  that  you  vill  enjoy  it  very  much 

because  many  questiors  that  you  have  on 

your  minds  will  be  discussed.  We  hope 

that  you  have  enjoyed  today's  program,  and 

that  you  will  be  with  us  then. 

Art  in  Your  Life 

KRON  Announcer:  .Art  in  Your  Life  is  a 

San  Francisco  Museum  of  Art 

regular  Museum  television  program,  created 

by  the  San  Francisco  Museum  of  Art,  and 

appearing  on  KRON -TV,  Channel  4  every 

other  Sunday  at  1:30. 

